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General 

Questions 



If you were the lucky winner of a trip to 
the moon, would you want to go? 

 
Would you prefer to pick fresh corn 
from the field or go to the store to 
buy your corn? 

Who should shovel the snow in 
winter – men, women or children? 



In 1955, "Housekeeping Monthly" 
provided some advice for women, as 
stated below. 
• "Prepare yourself for your 

husband’s arrival. Touch up your 
make-up and hair." 

• “Have dinner ready.” 
• “A good wife knows her place.” 

Do you agree with these statements? 



What were the rules of dating when 
you were young? For example, was 
it expected that the boys would ask 
the girls out on the date? 

When you were young, did you 
hope to get married one day? 

If you had a chance to get married 
now, would you? Why or why not? 



Should brides wear white when 
they get married? 

Do you think a groom should ask 
his dad to be his best man? 

Do you think weddings have 
changed over the years? How? 



Do you think people should be 
required by law to vote or should it 
be a person’s choice to vote? 

Do you like to listen to the 
politicians speak before you make a 
decision about how to vote? 



Would you want to be the 
President or Prime Minister of 
your country? 

How do you feel about having a 
woman for a President or Prime 
Minister? 

Would you want to be the Mayor of 
your town? 



What was the happiest day of your 
life? 

 
Who makes you the happiest? 

 
If you are feeling sad, what do you 
do to cheer yourself up? 



What would you like people to 
know about you? 

What would you do if you won a 
million dollars? 

If you won the lottery, would you 
donate any of that money to 
charity? 



If you could cure any disease, what 
would it be? 

If you could have a superpower, what 
would it be? (Strength? Flying? 
Speed? X-ray vision?) 

 
What is your happiest childhood 
memory? 



If you could meet any famous 
person, who would it be? A 
politician? An actor? A singer? 

 
If you could be any animal, what 
would you be? A dog? A lion? 

What is the best gift you have ever 
received? 



Do you like to buy gifts for others? 

What makes you smile? 

Do you prefer dogs or cats? 

Would you rather go to a big party 
or get together with a small group 
of friends? 



When it is snowing outside do you 
prefer to sit inside by the fire or head 
out to shovel and/or play in the 
snow? 

Have you ever had a cat or dog that 
liked to play in the snow? 

Would you rather paint a living room 
wall blue or red? 



If you could meet a King or Queen, 
what would you say? 

Would you rather meet a King, Queen 
or the Prime Minister? 

What is your favourite colour? 

Would you rather drive a Ford or a 
luxury car? 



What is the secret to a long life? 

Have you ever worn a kilt? 

Do you think older people are wise? 
What makes them so wise? 

 
What advice would you give young 
people about life or marriage? 



What advice would you give young 
people about managing money? 

 
Do you think it is important for people 
to have good manners? 

 
Should men open a door for a woman? 

Should men and women “dress” for 
dinner? 



Do you think that stores should be 
open on Sundays? Why or why not? 

Do you pay attention to rules such 
as turning lights off when you aren’t 
in a room? 

What manners did your parents 
teach you? 



Do you believe old wives’ tales such 
as, “Long hair takes away your 
strength” or “An apple a day keeps 
the doctor away”? 

Did your parents tell you there was a 
Tooth Fairy or Santa Claus or the 
Easter Bunny? What do you think 
about these customs? 



Do you or did you use Tupperware in 
your home? 

 
Did anyone in your home ever hold a 
Tupperware party? 

 
Did you ever do any major 
renovations on your home? 



Have you ever used a hammer? If 
yes, what did you use it for? 

What was your reaction the first time 
you watched television in colour? 

Would you rather watch a comedy 
show or the news? 



When you were little, did you have a 
cat or a dog? 

 
When you were a teenager, what did 
people do on a Saturday night? 

 
When you were in school did you 
use a ballpoint pen or an ink well? 



Do you think brides and grooms 
should have a big wedding party? 

Who should a bride pick for a maid 
of honour, a sister or a best friend? 

Who taught you how to drive? 

Did you teach anyone to drive? 



Have you ever driven a tractor? 

Have you ever ridden on a tractor? 

Did you ever kiss someone on a first 
date? 

Do you remember your first kiss? Do 
you want to tell me about it? 



Did you ever mow your neighbour’s 
lawn? Did you mow your own lawn? 

Did you ever jump in a pile of 
leaves? 

Do you like to visit a fruit and 
vegetable market? 

Did you ever own a car? 



Do you like driving a big car or a 
small car? Why? 

 
Do you think it is more fun being a 
child or an adult? 

 
When you were young, did you hang 
your clothes on a clothesline or did 
you have a dryer? 



When you were little, did you ever 
snoop under the Christmas tree? Did 
you ever open a present without 
telling your parents? 

What is your favourite thing to do on 
a Sunday afternoon? 



If you could do anything you wanted, 
what would you do? 

 
If you could have a wish come true, 
what would it be? 

 
What do you like best about 
Thanksgiving dinner? 



Have you ever made a pumpkin pie? 
Do you like to eat pumpkin pie? 

 
Do you celebrate Christmas or Easter 
or other special holidays? 

Did you hunt for Easter Eggs when 
you were little? 



What was your favourite thing to do 
when you were little? 

 
If you could change one thing in 
your life, what would it be? 

 
Have you ever had a speeding 
ticket? 



What advice would you give to 
someone who said they were in 
love? 

 
 
If you met someone famous, would 
you ask for his/her autograph? 



 
Daily Life and 

Living 
(Cooking and Housework) 



 
Do you enjoy cooking or baking? 

What is your favourite type of meat? 
Do you prefer chicken, beef or ham? 
Or are you a vegetarian? 



Did your mother or grandmother 
have any special recipes? 

 
Do you like to cook? Did you ever 
like to cook? 

Were there any foods you hated to 
eat when you were a child? 



What jobs would your mother or 
grandmother ask you to do when 
you were a child and living at 
home? 

Did you have chores when you were 
a child? 

 
What is your favourite chore? What 
is your least favourite chore? 



Do you think children should be 
paid to do chores? 

 
Who typically set the table in your 
house? 

Did your family use a special set of 
dishes when company came for 
dinner? 



Did your parents like to invite family 
or friends over for dinner? 

 
Would you rather eat in a restaurant 
or at home? 

 
Did you ever have your bread or milk 
delivered? 



Would you rather vacuum or dust? 
 

What is your favourite preserve? Did 
you or your family ever make jam or 
pickles? 

 
Do you have a family recipe that has 
been passed down through 
generations? Did you ever make 
that recipe? 



 
Did you enjoy your mom’s 
cooking? Was she a good cook? 

Describe your kitchen growing up. 
Was it big or small? 



If you could pick one meal – your 
favourite meal - what would it be? 

 
Would you prefer to bake a cake 
from scratch or from a box? 

 
Did your family grow their own 
produce or buy it at the store? 



Would you rather eat a piece of cake 
or a piece of pie? 

What is your favourite time of day – 
morning, afternoon or evening? 

Would you rather wash the dishes or 
dry them? 



Would you prefer to use a barbeque 
or cook over an open fire? 

 
What is your favourite room in a 
house? 

 
Do you think young people should 
rent or buy a house? 



Do you think men should help in the 
kitchen or with the laundry? 

 
Should men know how to cook? 

 
When you were a child, who did the 
lawn work at your house? 



Were your parents strict? Did they 
have rules such as, “A child should 
be seen and not heard”? 

What kinds of games did you play 
with your friends when you were a 
child? Did you ever play 
hopscotch or baseball? 



What sports did you play 
growing up? Do you enjoy 
playing sports now? 

Were you good at the sports and 
activities you enjoyed as a child? 



Vacation 
and Travel 



When on vacation, would you rather 
sit by the pool or walk on a sandy 
beach? 

 
Would you rather travel by airplane 
or by train? 

 
Do you like vacations that are full of 
adventure or relaxing and calm? 



Have you ever flown on an airplane? 
If yes, where did you go? Where 
would you like to go? 

 
Have you ever been to the ocean? If 
yes, did you swim in the ocean? 

Would you rather travel to 
somewhere hot or somewhere cold? 



Would you rather skate in the winter 
or swim in the summer? Do you like 
to skate or swim? 

Would you rather go shopping or 
camping? 

 
Would you rather swim in a pool, a 
lake or an ocean? 



Have you ever gone to the fair? If 
yes, what did you like best about the 
fair? 

Have you ever gone to the 
Canadian National Exhibition 
(CNE)? If yes, what did you enjoy 
the most? Did you like the rides? 



Would you prefer to go to a New 
Year’s Eve party or have family over 
for dinner on New Year’s Day? 

 
Do you like to see fresh falling snow 
on New Year’s Eve? 



Do you like the feeling of sand 
between your toes? 

What is the best way to treat a 
sunburn? 

What is your dream vacation? 

Have you ever been on a vacation 
with friends? 



Do you prefer to travel in the 
summer or winter? 

Do you think parents should 
vacation with their kids during the 
spring break? 

Do you think parents should go on 
vacation without their children? 



Would you rather go for a walk or a 
drive? Where do you like to go? 

Would you rather travel in the United 
States, Europe, Asia, Africa or 
Canada? 



Would you rather travel somewhere 
new or somewhere you have been 
before? 

Would you rather have an aisle or a 
window seat on a plane? 

 
Would you rather go on a cruise or 
go to a cottage? 



Do you think Niagara Falls is a 
romantic place for people to go on 
their honeymoon? 

Have you ever been to Niagara 
Falls? 

 
Have you ever ridden on a subway? 



School and 
Occupations 



When you were young did your 
family tell you that it was important 
to get a good education? 

Was education affordable when you 
were young? 

 
Do you think advanced education 
should be less expensive? 



Would you rather be a doctor or a 
nurse? Why? 

 
If you could go back to school now, 
what would you want to study? 

 
Would you rather make a living 
driving a pickup truck or a bus? 



Would you rather fix a leaky faucet 
yourself or hire someone to do it for 
you? 

Would you rather paint a room 
yourself or hire someone to do it for 
you? 

Did you like going to school when 
you were a child? 



If you could only study one subject 
in school, would it be English, math 
or something else? 

What was your favourite subject in 
school? 

 
Did you walk to school or ride a bus? 



Who were your best friends when 
you were in school? 

What did you like to do with your 
friends when you were a child? 

 
Did you have different friends when 
you were a teenager than when you 
were a child? 



Did you have a favourite teacher? 

If you could have any job in the 
world, what would it be? 

What types of tasks and 
responsibilities did you have 
when you were working? 

What was the best job you have 
ever had? 



Did you feel you were making 
enough money to make ends meet 
when you first started working? 

What advice would you give a young 
person who is about to begin his/her 
first job? 



Did you take your lunch to school 
or did you go home for lunch? What 
did you usually eat for lunch? 

What was the name of your 
elementary school? Many people 
do not remember the answer that 
question! 



Did you ever have a really mean 
teacher? Were there mean kids in 
your school? 

 
Did you ever get sent to the 
Principal’s Office? 

What type of clothes did you wear to 
school? Did you get dressed up for 
school or did you wear a uniform? 



Did you have to go outdoors at 
recess when you went to school? 
Did you like recess? 

Did you go to college or university? 

Do you think young women today 
should have a career? 



Do you think women should stay at 
home when their children are little? 

 
What advice do you have for young 
mothers and fathers? 

 
What do you think is the hardest 
thing about being a parent? 



Did you live through the Great 
Depression? If yes, what are your 
strongest memories about that time? 

 
Did people help each other out 
during the Depression? 



Sports and 
Leisure 



Would you consider yourself an 
athlete? Were you athletic in the 
past? What athletic things do you 
do now? 

Do you have a favourite sport? 

If you had children, did they play 
sports? Which one(s)? 



Do you like to watch sports on 
television? 

 
Would you rather watch tennis or 
basketball? 

 
Would you prefer to watch sports 
live or on television? 



Do you think cheerleaders help to 
get people excited about a game? 

Would you say you are competitive? 

What is your favourite summer 
activity? Hiking? Sports? 
Swimming? Tennis? Or something 
else? 



Do you prefer hockey or baseball? 
 

Do you have a favourite sports 
team? 

Would you prefer watching the 
Summer or Winter Olympics? 



Would you rather go to a football 
game or a basketball game? 

Would you rather play soccer or 
baseball? 

 
Would you rather go skydiving or 
have a ride in a hot air balloon? 



Have you ever gone fishing? If yes, 
did you catch anything? Did you 
really??? Do you know anyone who 
made up stories about the size of 
the fish that got away? 

Have you ever gone hunting? If yes, 
did you shoot anything? 



If you played hockey, were you ever 
sent to the penalty box? 

 
Have you ever played chess? 

Do you know how to knit? 

Do you know how to sew? 



Did you ever go to a drive-in? If yes, 
did you have to put the speaker on 
your car door window? 

 
When at the drive-in, did you ever 
drive away while the speaker was 
attached to the window? Did your 
windows steam up at the drive- in? 



What is your favourite ride at an 
amusement park? 

Do you know how to use a 
computer? If yes, what do you like to 
do on the computer? Type a letter? 
Surf the Internet? Or something 
else? 



Have you ever used a cell phone? If 
yes, what do you like better, a cell 
phone or an old-fashioned phone 
that uses a landline? 

Would you rather watch the news on 
TV or read the news in the 
newspaper? 



Art and 
Music 



Do you prefer country music or old 
classics such as “It’s a Wonderful 
World”? 

If you could learn to play an 
instrument, would you learn to play 
the piano, a guitar or the drums? 

Have you ever been to a live 
concert? 



Would you rather play in a band or 
listen to the music? 

Have you ever danced under the 
stars? If yes, did you like to dance 
under the stars? 

Do you like to paint or draw? If 
someone gave you art supplies, 
would you enjoy painting? 



Have you ever been to an art 
gallery? If yes, what was that like? 

Have you ever painted any of the 
rooms in your home? 

Who is your favourite singer? 



Have you ever acted in a play? 
 

Did you ever have a leading role in a 
play? 

Would you rather act in a play or 
direct a play? Would you prefer it 
to be a musical, comedy or a 
serious play? 



Have you ever tried to write a book, 
a poem or a play? 

If you could have dinner with anyone 
dead or alive, who would it be? 



Do you like to sing? Do you think 
you have a good singing voice? 

What is your favourite song? 

Do you play an instrument? If yes, 
do people like to listen when you 
play or sing? 

Do you enjoy dancing? 



When you were young did your 
friends like to go dancing? 

Did you ever take singing or music 
lessons? 

Do you like rock and roll music? 



Did you ever watch the Ed Sullivan 
Show? 

 
What did you think about the music 
that was introduced by the Beatles? 

 
Did you ever watch the Lawrence 
Welk show on television? 



 


