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series, were designed based on the research of Dr. Alan B. Stevens and Dir.
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The end result is an activity where participants enjoy the experience of
reading interesting books and sharing memories related to the content. You
will be amazed at the discussion and the reminiscing that is generated. A
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Bob Hope
Thanks for the
Memories
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Bob Hope was voted “The
Best Entertainer of the 20t
Century”. The Guinness
Book of World Records calls
him the “most honoured
entertainer’. He won over
1,500 awards in his lifetime.

Why do you think Bob Hope
was so popular? What did
you think of him?

Next
1 reader,
please.
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Bob Hope was born in
London, England on May 29t
1903. His parents named him
Leslie Townes Hope. In 1908,
when he was 5 years old, he
moved with his parents to the
USA. It seems surprising that
he didn’t have a British accent.

Next
2 reader,
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Bob did not like the name
Leslie, the name his parents
gave him. When teachers
would take attendance, they
called out "Hope, Leslie”, so
classmates started calling
him "Hopeless”. No wonder
he wanted to change his
name!

Next
3 reader,
please.
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Bob graduated from a high
school in Cleveland, Ohio.
After graduation he had a
short career as a
professional boxer. He
fought under the nickname
“Packy East”.

Are you surprised that Bob
Hope was a boxer?

Next
4 reader,
please.
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In 1927 Bob had his first job
In show business. He
performed as a dancer in a
vaudeville show. Bob started
acting on Broadway and
making movies in the 1930s.
In 1938, he sang “"Thanks for
the Memories” for the first
time.

Do you remember this
famous song? Do you like
the song “"Thanks for the

Memories™? Next

5 reader,
please.
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Bob’s salary grew over the
years. In 1934 and 1935, he
made $2,500 for each movie.
That changed in 1938 when
he was paid $20,000 for
each movie he was in.

What would it have been like
to make $20,000 in 19387

Next
6 reader,
please.
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Bob was known for his big
nose. His nickname was “Old
Ski Nose”. One of his friends
was Jimmy Durante, who
had an even bigger nose. In
a TV show, Jimmy Durante
told Bob: “When it comes to
noses, you're a retailer. But
I'm a wholesaler!”

Next
7 reader,
please.
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Bob Hope’s best friend was
Bing Crosby. Bob once said,
"Bing and | always had a
light joke for each other. One
of our stock lines used to be,
"There’s nothing | wouldn’t
do for Bing, and there’s
nothing he wouldn’t do for
me. And that’s the way we
go through life -- doing
nothing for each other

'!”

Next
8 reader,
please.
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Bob was happily married to
Dolores for 69 years. They
had four adopted children:
Nora, Anthony, Linda, and
Kelly. Bob and Dolores Hope
hold the record for the
longest Hollywood marriage.

Why are Hollywood
marriages usually so short?

Next
9 reader,
please.
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Bob was nominated many
times for an Academy
Award, but he never won the
Oscar. He once joked on TV,
“We're all here to celebrate
Oscar ---- or as he’'s known at
my house, The Fugitive!”

Next
1 O reader,
please.
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Bob loved to play golf. He
once said, “Golf is my real
profession -- show business
pays my green fees.”

Next
1 1 reader,
please.

© 2016 DementiAbility Enterprises Inc.




Bob Hope entertained the
military troops overseas In
World War |l and the Gulf
War in the 1990s. Congress
gave him a special
distinction — they called him
an “Honorary USA War
Veteran”.

Next
1 2 reader,
please.
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On his wartime tours, Bob
had one rule: He told his
performers that it was their
duty to always smile, to
provide good cheer for the
troops and to never cry. Bob
broke his own rule only once.

Next
1 3 reader,
please.
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While visiting an army
hospital in 1943, he stopped
at the bedside of a wounded
soldier who had been in a
coma. The soldier suddenly
opened his eyes and said,
“Hey, Bob Hope! When did
you get here?”

Next
14 reader,
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Bob thought it was important
to have a sense of humor. “l|
have seen what a laugh can
do. It can transform almost
unbearable tears into
something bearable, even
hopeful.”

Do you think it is important to
have a good sense of
humour?

Next
1 5 reader,
please.
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Bob was a good friend to
many U.S. Presidents. In
total, he entertained 11
different Presidents,
beginning with Franklin D.
Roosevelt and ending with
Bill Clinton. It seems that
everyone loved Bob Hope. A
great singing voice, a good
sense of humour and many
invitations to the White
House — what a life!

Next
1 6 reader,
please.
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Bob was given many awards
In his lifetime. In 1998,
Queen Elizabeth Il bestowed
him with an honourary
knighthood. When he was
knighted, Bob joked: "What
an honour and what a
surprise for a boy born in
England, raised in
Cleveland, and schooled in
vaudeville.”

Next
1 7 reader,
please.
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Bob always kept his sense of
humour. On his 100th
birthday, he joked, “I'm so
old they've canceled my
blood type.” He also said,
“You know you're getting old
when the candles cost more
than the cake.”

Next
1 8 reader,
please.
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He even found a way to joke
about death. When his wife
asked him where he wanted
to be buried, he told her:
"Surprise me.”

Do you think Bob Hope was
a funny man?

Next
1 9 reader,
please.
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Thank you for taking the time
to read this story. Would you
like to do it again sometime?

20
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